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believes, "is fully consonant with the ethics of the ancient Hindu way
of life."43 This is an unusual and intriguing argument and the reader
may reach his own conclusions after reading the chapter entitled
"How I View the Soviet Union."
I think it is also appropriate that I leave the reader to make his
own evaluation of the concluding chapters of this work where
Jayakanthan explains his support for Kamaraj, his misgivings over
the early actions and associations of Indira Gandhi, his role as an
editor of two shortlived, pro-Congress newspapers, and his response
to the Congress Party split in 1971. Given his attitude towards the
heritage of the Congress Party and Gandhi, and his respect for Nehru,
his association with what he regarded as the progressive elements in
the Congress in Tamil Nadu is understandable in the context of his
moving away from the Communist Party. He regarded Kamaraj as
a man of integrity, a sincere servant of the people, a Gandhian, and
a trusted lieutenant of Nehru who could be depended upon to
safeguard and carry forward Nehru's progressive policies. An equally
powerful factor impelling him towards Kamaraj and inducing him to
speak on Congress platforms during the general elections of 1967
was his fierce antagonism to the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. It
was this same deeply-felt sentiment that appears to have been princi-
pally responsible for his viewing the split in the Congress Party from
the narrow angle of the situation in Tamil Nadu. The ruling Congress
Party's posture of collaboration with the DMK and the collusion in
that course of the Communist Party of India outraged him to such an
extent that he threw himself headlong in support of Kamaraj.
The clue to his action, in my view, is to be sought in his visceral
opposition to the Kazhagam and all that the Kazhagam ideology
stood for. He had held on to that line consistently over the years,
and it is rested on what he regarded as his social, political, and
spiritual convictions.
Jayakanthan has remained, as far as I can see, true to the "personal
credo" that he had formulated for himself. Despite the enormous
amount of time that he expended in his efforts on behalf of Kamaraj,
he never became a member of the latter's party nor has he given even
the slightest indication of interest in running for elective office.
"I do not belong to any party," he recently told an interviewer.
"We live on the basis of certain philosophical convictions. Whether
any of these parties exist or not our life will go on. But the parties
have no ideological convictions of any sort. Some individuals whose